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Neighborhood Watch Program in the City 
of Roseville 
How to use this Neighborhood Watch guide 

Description of Neighborhood Watch 
Neighborhood Watch is a group of residents that organizes to help prevent crime in their 
neighborhood. Neighbors work closely together to be on the lookout for suspicious activity 
and report it to the police. It is one of the most effective programs in the country today. A 
unified neighborhood is the best defense against crime.  

Our Neighborhood Watch program in the City of Roseville includes both a Virtual 
Neighborhood Watch and Traditional Neighborhood Watch. Both are effective and can be 
used in conjunction with each other to create an even better communication system to keep 
your neighborhood safe.  

Virtual Neighborhood Watch  
The Virtual Neighborhood Watch program is conducted using various electronic applications 
to foster neighbor-to-neighbor communication. The City of Roseville, as well as the Police 
Department, are using Nextdoor, a private social network for neighborhoods, to communicate 
to residents. Many neighborhood watch and crime watch groups across the country use 
Nextdoor every day to help keep their neighborhoods safe. Nextdoor can be downloaded on 
your computer and is also available as an app for both androids and Iphones.  Both are free. 

Traditional Neighborhood Watch 
Our Traditional Neighborhood Watch program does not require any electronic devices. 
Neighbor-to-neighbor communication is done using “traditional” methods such as phone 
calling and meeting face to face.  

This guide includes a one-page instruction for a “Virtual Neighborhood Watch Program” and a 
one-page instruction for a “Traditional” Neighborhood Watch program.  The rest of the guide 
is composed of sample handouts and forms that you may find useful.  Review both programs 
to find the one that best fits the need of your neighborhood.  You can even create your own 
hybrid Neighborhood Watch program by taking some ideas from each.    

http://www.roseville.ca.us/police
http://www.nextdoor.com/
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Virtual Neighborhood Watch 
Using the Nextdoor app or web 

Invite all of your neighbors to join Nextdoor. 
 Once you have joined Nextdoor, you can then invite your neighbors to join via web or app.   

 Inviting your neighbors is the most important step because the more members that join Nextdoor, 
the more eyes there are looking out for the neighborhood.  

Create a private Nextdoor group for your Neighborhood Watch group. 
 It’s important to get to know your neighbors so that each of you can keep an eye out for each 

other.  Private groups enable you to have private discussions that are only visible to its members.  
You can create a private group just for your Neighborhood Watch group. Go to your 

neighborhood’s group page to create one.  Your neighbors will then need to join this private group.  

Meet your neighbors (optional) 
 Meetings or social events are a good way to put a face with the names in your group.  You are 

better able to recognize strangers when you can identify all of your neighbors.   

 Nextdoor can help you organize and promote events within your neighborhood. If you choose to 

have a Neighborhood Watch meeting attached you will find a sample agenda and handouts that 
may be useful for your first meeting. 

Register your phone number with Nextdoor in order to get 
urgent alerts via mobile phone text message. (optional) 
 An urgent alert is a special type of message that reaches neighbors immediately via mobile 

phone text message and email. Neighbors can send urgent alerts when they notice suspicious 
activity or serious safety issues. To be notified via text message, you must register your phone 

number on the mobile phone settings page. 

Let your crime prevention group’s members know how to get 
urgent alerts via mobile phone text message. (optional) 
 Make sure that your neighbors get important alerts about suspicious activity or safety issues. Ask 

them to register their phone numbers by going to the mobile phone settings page. 

Report suspicious activity or safety issues to your Nextdoor 
neighborhood.  Always call 9-1-1 first in case of an emergency, to 
report suspicious activity, or a crime in progress. 
 After you call 9-1-1 and report the incident, you can either post a message or send an urgent alert 

to all your neighbors.  If you send an urgent alert, Nextdoor will immediately send an email and a 
mobile phone text message to your neighbors. 

Once you have established your Neighborhood Watch group, 
make sure to register it with the Roseville Police Department.   
You can complete the registration form using the online or the attached version. You will then be 
put on our mailing list to receive our monthly 9-1-1 Newsletter to share with your group and receive 
notification of upcoming meetings.    

http://www.roseville.ca.us/police
http://www.nextdoor.com/
https://nextdoor.com/groups/
https://help.nextdoor.com/customer/portal/articles/970204
https://nextdoor.com/email_prefs/?panel=a
https://nextdoor.com/email_prefs/?panel=a
https://help.nextdoor.com/customer/portal/articles/805338-sending-urgent-alerts
http://www.roseville.ca.us/police/community_services/neighborhood_watch_block_captain_registration_form.asp
https://roseville.ca.us/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=32556
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Traditional Neighborhood Watch 
No internet needed 

Define your neighborhood geographically.   
 Start small so you and your neighbors can get to know each other.  You can always add 

homes/areas later.  Make a map of your neighborhood using the rcona.org link or similar mapping 
program, like google maps. (see attached) 

Determine if there is interest in having a program in your 
neighborhood by contacting your neighbors. 
 Contact neighbors to see if any are interested in helping form the Neighborhood Watch group.   

 Leave a note for those that are not home to see if there are any concerns or if they wish to be 
part of the group.  (see example letter) 

 Exchange contact information with those who respond.  

Planning your Neighborhood Watch meeting: 
 Schedule a place and time for your neighborhood meeting.  The meeting can be at a residence or 

at a public place like a park or pizza parlor.   

 Invite all of your neighbors to attend.  Leave an invitation for neighbors that are not home. (see 
example flyer) 

 This “Neighborhood Watch Starter Kit” (on the Community Services’ website) contains copies of 
all of the handouts that you can use at your first meeting as well as sample letters, agendas, etc.  

 Begin planning your first Neighborhood Watch meeting.  Use the meeting checklist to assist your 
planning.  Have an agenda to handout to all attendees. (see attached) 

Final steps: 
 Conduct your Neighborhood Watch meeting. 

 Register your group with the Police Department.  (Online form`, Form attached) 

 Order your Neighborhood Watch signs and have them installed.  (Directions attached) 

 

The following attachment section includes examples for your 
use.  Feel free to use or modify them as you wish.  We have also 
included the forms you will need to register and order signs. 

 
If you need assistance or have questions, contact us at PDcommunityServices@roseville.ca.us or call 
and leave a message at (916) 774-5050.  Appointments are available. 

http://www.roseville.ca.us/police
https://roseville.ca.us/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=29151
http://roseville.ca.us/police/community_services/default.asp
http://www.roseville.ca.us/police/community_services/neighborhood_watch_block_captain_registration_form.asp
file:///H:/PD%20Publications/neighborhoodWatch-Association/NW%20starter%20Guide/PDcommunityServices@roseville.ca.us
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Define the area of your Neighborhood 
Watch group 
Example map from the RCONA website: http://www.rcona.org 

 

We suggest you highlight the houses in your Neighborhood Watch group.  Map & 

instructions are located on the RCONA website under “Find My Neighborhood.” 

If you need assistance creating a map, contact us at PDcommunityServices@roseville.ca.us or call 

and leave a message at (916) 774-5050.  

http://www.roseville.ca.us/police
http://www.rcona.org/findmyneighborhood.html/
http://www.rcona.org/findmyneighborhood.html/
file:///C:/Users/abesteven/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/PDcommunityServices@roseville.ca.us
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Introduction Letter 
Neighborhood Watch Letter for those not home 

 

 
 

  

 

Dear Neighbor, 

 

A group of your neighbors is interested in starting a Neighborhood Watch group.  

We are currently gathering issues and concerns from each neighbor, exchanging 

contact information, and planning for our first Neighborhood Watch meeting.  This 

is an invitation to you to become a member of our Neighborhood Watch group.  

 

All of your neighbors are concerned about becoming the victim of a crime, but 

none of us can fight crime alone.  We need your help in making our 

neighborhood stronger and safer.  An alert and unified neighborhood is the best 

defense against crime. 

 

Please email or call me at ______________________________________ to 

express any neighborhood concern, and to exchange contact information.   

 

I will be contacting you in the near future to let you know when and where the 

meeting will take place. 

 

Sincerely, 

Block Captain’s Name 

Block Captain’s Name 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  This is only a suggestion, feel free to modify as needed. 
 
 
 

http://www.roseville.ca.us/police
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NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH IS SUPPORTED BY  

THE ROSEVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

(916)774-5050 PDcommunityServices@roseville.ca.us 

Sign up for Public Safety & Neighborhood News alerts at: 

www.roseville.ca.us/connect 

 

Sample invitation  
Neighborhood Watch meeting  

 

You’re invited to our Neighborhood Watch 

Meeting 

 

 
Date: ________________ Time: ____________________  

Where:    

  

  

All neighbors are invited to become members of 

our Neighborhood Watch group 

 

You are invited to learn more about: 

 Uniting your community in a common goal 

 Reducing fear of crime in your neighborhood 

 Recognizing suspicious activity and reporting it 

 Developing a neighborhood network 

 Keeping your environment more crime resistant 

 Protecting your property values 

 Improving problem solving as a group 

Caution:  Some crime discussion may be inappropriate for children  

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.roseville.ca.us/police
file:///C:/Users/abesteven/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/PDcommunityServices@roseville.ca.us
http://www.roseville.ca.us/connect
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Meeting checklist 
Neighborhood Watch

At the start-up meeting, you are in charge.  Here are some suggestions to ensure 

success: 

 

_____Have handouts available at the meeting.  Have a few extra for those that don’t 

RSVP… 

Suggested handouts: 
 Latest 9-1-1 Newsletter (roseville.ca.us/police) 

 Neighborhood Watch trifold, (See attached). 

 “Witnessing a Crime and Reporting a Crime” (See attached) 

 “Know Your Neighbors” for each household with a few extra. (See attached) 

 “No Soliciting” sign for each house.  (See attached or at the RPD) 

 Role & Responsibility of block captain and members.  (See attached) 

 

_____ Have nametags.  

 

_____ Provide plenty of seating. 

 

_____ Have refreshments available. 

 

_____ Allow enough time before and after the meeting for neighbors to socialize.  

 

_____ Have all sign the attendance sheet where neighbors can list their name, 

address, phone numbers and email address.  (See attached) 

 

_____ Have a meeting agenda (See sample) 

 

http://www.roseville.ca.us/police
http://roseville.ca.us/police/crime_prevention/crime_prevention_newsletter.asp
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Neighborhood Watch start-up agenda 
Suggestion/Example  

 

Month day, year 

6:00PM 

The Carter’s 

1230 Community Dr. 

 

6:15-6:30 Socializing (meet your neighbors) 

(Pre-meeting) 

 Refreshments 

 Fill Out Name Tag 

 Sign Attendance Sheet  

 Pass out and begin filling out “Know Your Neighbor”  

 

6:30-6:40 Welcome 

 Introductions 

 Announcements by host, if needed. 

 

6:40 Presentation & Handouts 

 Neighborhood Watch and its Benefits (Neighborhood Watch Trifold) 

 Review monthly Community Service Newsletter (9-1-1) & other handouts. 

 Role and Responsibilities of Captain and Members (attached) 

 Selection of Block Captain/Co-Block Captains 

 Neighborhood Concerns 

7:15 Conclusion 

 Announce upcoming neighborhood or community events 

 Determine the date for your next meeting 

 Socialize with neighbors & complete “Know your Neighbors Sheet 

Note:  This is only a suggestion, feel free to modify as needed. 
  

http://www.roseville.ca.us/police
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Know your neighbors  
Roseville Police Department

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  

Our House 

 

 

WARNING: Keep your map in a 

safe place.  Do not let strangers 
have a chance to obtain information 

about your neighbors. 

Non-emergency 

(916) 774-5000 Ext 1 

Across 

Left 

Across Across 

Right 

Next-

Door 

Left 

Rear 

Left 

Rear Rear 

Right 

Next-

Door 

Right 

http://www.roseville.ca.us/police
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Important telephone numbers  
Roseville California 

 

 

Important Numbers 

P.G. & E. (24 hrs. /7days week) 1-800-743-5000 

Electric Outage Hotline Roseville 774-5428 

Fire (non-emergency) Roseville 774-5800 

Water Outage Hotline Roseville 774-5750 

Safety Hazard Message Line 774-5555 

Poison Control 1-800-222-1222 

Abandoned Vehicles 746-1022 

Animal Control 774-5090 

Code Enforcement Complaints 774-5501 

Crime Stoppers 783-STOP (7867) 
(Confidential and anonymous; cash rewards) 

Submit a Tip Online www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx - 

AgencyID=957 

Graffiti Report Line 746-1021 

Traffic Complaint Line 746-1023 

Vacation House Check 746-1052 

 

Additional Phone Numbers 

Alarm Permits  774-5093 

Investigations Unit  774-5070 

Live Scan (Fingerprints)  746-1039 

Police Athletic League  772-RPAL (7725) 

Vice Narcotics Team (VNET)  774-5078 

Youth and Family Services 774-5017 

Personal Phone Numbers 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

  

  

  

 

http://www.roseville.ca.us/police
http://www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.aspx
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Roseville Police Department 
Neighborhood Watch sign-in sheet  

 

Meeting date_________________________________________________________________________ Time ________________  

Location address __________________________________  Zip Code _____________________________________________ 

Name 

1.   __________________________  

2.   __________________________  

3.   __________________________  

4.   __________________________  

5.   __________________________  

6.   __________________________  

7.   __________________________  

8.   __________________________  

9.   __________________________  

10.   __________________________  

11.   __________________________  

12.   __________________________  

13.   __________________________  

14.   __________________________  

15.   __________________________  

16.  ___________________________  

17.  ___________________________  

Address 

 ________________________  

 ________________________  

 ________________________  

 ________________________  

 ________________________  

 ________________________  

 ________________________  

 ________________________  

 ________________________  

 ________________________  

 ________________________  

 ________________________  

 ________________________  

 ________________________  

 ________________________  

 ________________________  

 ________________________  

Phone 

 _________________  

 _________________  

 _________________  

 _________________  

 _________________  

 _________________  

 _________________  

 _________________  

 _________________  

 _________________  

 _________________  

 _________________  

 _________________  

 _________________  

 _________________  

 _________________  

 _________________  

E-mail 

 __________________________________  

 __________________________________  

 __________________________________  

 __________________________________  

 __________________________________  

 __________________________________  

 __________________________________  

 __________________________________  

 __________________________________  

 __________________________________  

 __________________________________  

 __________________________________  

 __________________________________  

 __________________________________  

 __________________________________  

 __________________________________  

 __________________________________  

http://www.roseville.ca.us/police
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Neighborhood Watch registration form  
Block Captain registration 

In order to assist the police department in updating records of current Neighborhood Watch 

Block Captains and registering new Block Captains, complete and return this registration 
form or go to the Community Service webpage at the RPD website at roseville.ca.us/police 

and complete the online form.  You will be included on our mailing list to receive crime-

prevention news and event announcements. 

Email form to:  PDcommunityservices@roseville.ca.us 

Mail to:  Roseville Police Department (Attn: Community Services), 1051 Junction Blvd., Roseville, CA, 95678  

Date: ____________ 

Block Captain:   

Address:  Zip code:   

Home phone  Cell phone   

E-mail   

Co-Captain:   

Address  Zip   

Home phone  Cell phone   

E-mail   

Neighborhood Association (if known)   

Beat Number (if known)  Number of homes in your Neighborhood Watch   

 
Please list the addresses of the homes in your Neighborhood Watch group. 

(i. e.  123-128 Green Valley Road and 123-139 Maple S treet) 

If you prefer, draw or attach a map of the homes in your Neighborhood Watch group. 

  

  

  

  

   

If you have questions, contact us at PDcommunityServices@roseville.ca.us or call (916)774-

5050 and leave us a message. 

http://www.roseville.ca.us/police
http://www.roseville.ca.us/police/community_services/default.asp
mailto:PDcommunityservices@roseville.ca.us
mailto:PDcommunityServices@roseville.ca.us
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How to order Neighborhood Watch signs  
Show the bad guys that you are watching 

 

After your start-up Neighborhood Watch meeting, you can 

show that you are an active Neighborhood Watch group. 

 Order Boris the Burglar style sign(s); most groups order either large or 

medium signs. 

 Neighborhood Watch signs are available at a discount through RCONA for 
all Neighborhood Watch groups associated with active Neighborhood 
Associations.  Contact RCONA at www.rcona.org. 

 You may also order signs online directly by going to the National 
Neighborhood Watch Institute, www.nnwi.org. 

 Signs are paid for by residents in the Neighborhood Watch group. 

 Have the signs shipped to your home. 

What to do after you receive the signs. 
 Make a map of the locations you want them installed. 

 Mark desired locations for signs with an “X” and include any descriptive instructions such as 
street names or house numbers. 

 Bring the signs and the clearly marked map to the Police Department lobby at: 

1051 Junction Blvd. 
Roseville CA 95678. 

 Leave the package at the clerk’s window addressed ATTN:  Neighborhood Watch. 

What will we do with the signs after you leave them? 

 We will contact the Roseville Streets Department to request installation. 

 They will issue a work order to pick up and install the signs. 

 Installation is usually completed within 7 to 10 business days after the signs are picked up from 

the police department.  

Sign to order:  "Boris the Burglar" 

http://www.roseville.ca.us/police
http://www.rcona.org/
file:///C:/Users/abesteven/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.nnwi.org
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Block Captain and member 
responsibilities 
Suggested guidelines 

 

Block Captain 

 Schedule a meeting or two during the year. 

 Maintain a contact list for your group including names, addresses, phone numbers & email 

addresses. 

 Email monthly newsletter.  Keep up contact with your block by e-mailing and sharing 

the information from our newsletter with your group.  This can be a great topic starter if 

you are having a meeting.  As a registered block captain, you will be emailed our monthly 

newsletter. 

 Sign up for Public Safety & Neighborhood News at www.roseville.ca.us/connect to receive 

weekly alerts and reports from the Roseville area. 

 Greet new neighbors and invite them to join. 

 Order Neighborhood Watch signs, available by contacting RCONA for all 
active Neighborhood Association at www.rcona.org or order from nnwi.org [Order 

“Boris the Burglar”] 

 Take the Neighborhood Watch signs to the police department for assistance with 
installation. 

Neighborhood Watch Member 

 Be alert to suspicious activity in your neighborhood and report it to the police immediately. 

 Get to know your neighbors; learn to identify anyone who does not belong in the 

neighborhood. 

 Secure your home and personal property  by always using window and door locks; leave 

outside porch lights on overnight. 

 Attend neighborhood meetings. 

 Tell a trusted neighbor if you are going on vacation and leave a phone number where you can be 

contacted. You can also request a “Vacation Check” from Roseville Police  volunteers. 

 Do not take any personal risks by approaching suspected criminals.  Always call the police. 

Call 911 immediately if you see suspicious activity or a crime in progress. 

  

Bor is the Bur glar  

http://www.roseville.ca.us/police
http://www.roseville.ca.us/connect
file:///C:/Users/abesteven/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.rcona.org
http://nnwi.org/
http://nnwi.org/
http://nnwi.org/
http://nnwi.org/
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R  C  O  N  A
How RCONA & your Neighborhood Watch group can work 
together 

The Roseville Coalition of Neighborhood Associations (RCONA) is a non-profit 

organization dedicated to the social, physical and economic health in the Roseville 

Community by sharing communications among Roseville’s various developed 

Neighborhood Associations (NAs).  Every resident and business within the City of 

Roseville is part of a Neighborhood Association (see RCONA.org for more information).  

One of RCONA’s efforts is to assist with the development of Neighborhood Watch 

programs within its active NAs.   

By working together the Roseville Police Department and Active NAs help create a safe 

community.  NAs are a great way to stay connected in Roseville.  The Police Department 

strongly encourages you to connect with your active NA.  If your NA is not active, contact 

RCONA to get started. 

Communication between Neighborhoods, Police & RCONA  

 

 

 

 

Website:      roseville.ca.us/Police  Website:      rcona.org 

\ 

Neighbors 

Neighborhood 

Watch 

http://www.roseville.ca.us/police
http://www.rcona.org/
http://www.rcona.org/
http://www.roseville.ca.us/police/community_services_n_business_services/default.asp
http://www.rcona.org/


Call 9-1-1 when you are a crime victim or witness a 
crime in progress. 
Call 9-1-1 anytime your personal safety is being threatened, anytime you see or hear somebody 
screaming for help, somebody being physically attacked, or other child/adult being forced into a vehicle 
against their will. 

 Someone running from a car 
or home 

 Someone yelling or screaming 

 Someone going door-to-door 
asking unusual questions, 
asking about past residents, or 
looking into house or car 
windows 

 Unusual noises that cannot be 

explained, like breaking glass 
or pounding sounds 

 Business transactions 
conducted from a vehicle; this 
could be drug or stolen 
property sales 

 Someone removing property 
from unoccupied homes or 
closed businesses 

 Someone loitering in a 
neighborhood, on foot or in a 
vehicle, who is there with no 
apparent purpose or destination 

 A stranger entering a 
neighbor’s unoccupied home 
or yard 

 A stranger following or 
bothering children 

Suspicious behavior that might signal a crime in progress: 

 Location of crime; street name, 
closest intersection, gated 
community etc. 

 Caller or contact name (first & 
last) 

 Call back number (with area 
code) 

 Is the crime in progress? 

▪ Did it just occur (within 15 
min)? 

▪ Is it a “cold” incident (over 15 
min)? 

 Are there weapons or injuries? 
(types & number) 

 Subjects involved: 

▪ How many people? (i.e. 3 
white females)  

▪ Are they known?  (i.e. first & 
last name) 

▪ Description:  Race, sex, 
age, height, weight, hair 
color & style, tattoos, facial 
hair or scars 

▪ Clothing:  Top to bottom (i.e. 
hat, shirt, pants, boots); 
From the inside out. (i.e.  t-
shirt, jacket) 

 

Example:  White female, 40’s, 5-7, 
130 lbs., blond ponytail; green 
Oakland A’s baseball cap, white T
-shirt, green shorts, athletic shoes 

Roseville Police Department dispatch center handles all 911 
calls. It is there to assist you 24/7. 

What you need to tell police when you report a crime: 

Neighborhood Safety Tips 

 www.roseville.ca.us/police  

The “Neighborhood Safety Tips” is published for City of Roseville residents by the Community Relations Division of the  
Roseville Police.  Please send comments or suggestions to pdcommunityservices@roseville.ca.us, (916) 774-5050  
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http://www.roseville.ca.us/police




NO SOLICITING 
VIOLATORS WILL BE PROSECUTED 

Roseville Municipal Code 10.36.030:  It is unlawful for any 
person to solicit orders for, to peddle or to hawk goods, 
services or merchandise or to conduct any charitable or other 
solicitation at any house or residence when a sign in clear 
view has been placed prohibiting such solicitation or 
peddling. 
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Roseville Municipal Code 10.36.030:  It is unlawful for any 
person to solicit orders for, to peddle or to hawk goods, 
services or merchandise or to conduct any charitable or other 
solicitation at any house or residence when a sign in clear 
view has been placed prohibiting such solicitation or 
peddling. 

NO SOLICITING 
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Roseville Municipal Code 10.36.030:  It is unlawful for any 
person to solicit orders for, to peddle or to hawk goods, 
services or merchandise or to conduct any charitable or other 
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view has been placed prohibiting such solicitation or 
peddling. 


